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present invention is directed to an improved process for in-situ leaching of an ores which has been
recovered from a subterranean deposit by physical methods such as mining or dredging. More

specifically, the present invention relates to an improved leaching process for an ores of tungsten
which has been recovered from a subterranean deposit by physical methods such as mining or

dredging. The present invention specifically relates to the leaching of gangue or gangue components
which contaminate the ore, in addition to the tungsten itself. In the present invention, the process of

the present invention is useable for both natural tungsten ores and ores recovered from a
subterranean deposit by physical methods. The underground mining and physical recovery of

mineral deposits from subterranean deposits or ores is well known. In many instances, a mineral
deposit is located beneath a relatively even layer of soil. In this situation, the soil may need to be

physically removed in order to permit mining of the mineral deposit. In other situations, a
subterranean deposit may be located in an area where no soil exists to permit its excavation. In both
the above mentioned situations, the recovery of a deposit may require the removal of a portion of a

mineral deposit from a subterranean region. This removal of the ore or mineral deposit may be
accomplished in a number of ways. One method is to dig the ore or mineral deposit from its location

and remove it from the subterranean region. This is commonly referred to as surface mining. A
second method is to recover the ore or mineral deposit from its location by a physical method such

as dredging which uses one or more appropriately sized draglines, shovels or the like to
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